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Nu MB. XCIV i 


The Prompter. 





Should Wit’s uicH Guarovians, e’er their Charge negleé?, 
Nor watch her Waning, nor her Growth proteét, 
Cold and unmov'd, fee Tragick Warmth decay, 


And Comicx Humour fade, 


unfelt, awey ; 


While in their Place, tow Tastes the Latta defame, 
Jefts without Words, and Laughter wzthout Shame ! 
PoETS EXPELL’D THE STAGE SU2REMELY THEIRS, 
And the Bays with’ring round the Heads of Play’rs ; 
Then foould stRONG SATYR RISE UPON His Throne, 
AND THE WHOLE THUNDER OF HIS VOICE BE SHOWN. 


Hill. Adv. to the Pocts. 





FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3. 1735. 





eee N my lat, I propofed an Aflo- 

Sigs ciation to be enter’d into, by the 
mio GREAT, for the Support of the 
Stage, and drew up a Sort of 
a Preamble to it, with three ge- 
neral Articles, to ferve as a Foun- 
dation for the more particular 
Ones calculated to remove the 
refpective Grievances which Authors and Managers 
both complain of. Since which I have received a 
Letter fronr an Author who has executed my Pur- 
pofe for mé, and left me nothing to do, but to re- 
mark on the Quicknefs of his Genius, who from fo 
flight Hints, could ftrike out fo comprehenfive a Plan. 
But it isan old Remark, that nothing awakens the In- 
vention fo much, as a Subject that comcerus Our- 
felves. Wetake Fire at once, and flame into ano- 
ther’s Purpofe with the fame Rapidity that is remark- 
able in F/ax and other Combuftible Matters, which do 
not wait like other Effences, to be firft heated, but 
BREAK OUT ON THE TOUCH INSTANTANEOUSLY. 

I Must, however, give the Place of Honour in 





this Day’s Paper, to 2 Letter I received at the fame. 


Time, and is, as follows. 


To the PROMPTER. 


SIR, St. Fantes’s, 0. 1, 1735. 


ITH all your Affectation and Pretence to 
4 Learning, you are but an igworant Fellow, 
, elle you would not have fallen foul of Hor/e-Ra- 
« % Which is, in a good meafure, (to {peak to 
« Jou in your own Way) juftify’d by the Example of 
the OLD-LyMpiNnG-Games of the Ancients, which 
you muft have read of, and were carry’d on by the 
GREATEsT Men, and Horses, of thofe Days ; 
« 38 Well as that there were Prizes decreed for the 
“ Onquerors, in Imitation of our PLATES and 
URsEs. Learn to point your Satyr better ano- 
: ther Time, and don’t make too free with your 
« PETTERS, Your’s, in {pite of your Ceniure, by 
by the Name of my Hore 


« 
« 


SPEEDWELL. 


WirTHour intending a Pun, the old Proverb, the 
more Hafte the worfe Speed, is very applicable to the 
Author of the above Letter, which I can aflure my 
Readers, is genuine and un-alter’d by me. If his 
Horfe is as much addicted to tripping as his Mafter, 
he will have very little Pretenfion to any Prize. By 
Old-lymping Games, whether fo named archly, or ig- 
norantly, | won't pretend to fay, tho’ I believe the lat- 
ter, he means O/ympick Games, from which indeed the 
Greateft Heroes of the Age, received, with the Pri- 
zes obtaind, LARGE INCREASE OF Honours. But 
how thofe Prizes could be in Imitation of our Plates, 
and Purfes, Chronology does not {0 clearly point out ; 
neither does there appear any great Afbnity, in the 
Nature of the Prizes beftowed: But I thalf difcufs 
this Marter, more largely, after I have confulted fome 
few Ancients, who have tranfmitred the beft Ac- 
counts relating to thofe Games, down to Pofterity, 
in which I fhall endeavour at a Parallel betwee 
them, and ours, and fhew, by an Oppofition of the 
ancient Heroes that exercis’d them, what a near Re- 
femblance they bear to the Moderz. In the mean 
time, I fhall offer one Conjecture to my Readers, 
with refpect to the Letter itfelf, and difmifs the Sub- 
ject for the prefent. 

THE Conjecture that I mean, is, that the Letter 
was wrote by the Hor/e it/e/f, and not the Owner. 
It is frefh in every body’s Memory, that fome few 
Years ago, there was a Horfe thewn publickly, that 
could both write and read, play at Cards, and dance, 
and do a thoufand other Actions, thoughr, (before 
this furprizing Animal appear’d,) to be confin’d to the 
Power of Mankind only, and not extentive tg an 
other Species of Beings. But not to dwell too Peeaths 
on one {ingle Inftance, the natural Sagacity of this 
Animal, which manifefts itfelf in a Variery of fur- 
prizing Manners, is futhcient to fhew, that my Con- 
jecture is not abfolutely improbable ( among many 
other) for the following Reatons. 

iff, Ir will juftify the mif-vaming the Games quo- 
ted, which would be wpardonable in one of my own 
Species, but very excufable in an inferior one. 

2dly, HorséEs are not fo well verfed in Chrono- 
logy, and might eafily invert the Order of it, by fup- 

pofing 












‘ pofing an Imitation of wHaT, preceded the Inftitu- 


tion of the THING IMITATED, fome thoufands of 


Years. | 
3dly, Tue Charge, Don’t make too free with your 
Betters, is very natural toa Horfe, who, from THE 


CARE BESTOWED on him by Man, may very reafon- 


ably be fuppofed, to think himfelf our Better. 

; ne to put the Matter paft all Doubt, my Readers 
need only confult Capt. Gulliver’s Travels to the 
Houynhymns, to find Horfés capable of more amazing 
Things than this. 


To Sir LYONEL BROOMSTICK. 


SIR, O. 1, 1735. 
py You have fliewn yourfelf too much a Friend 
is to Poets, not to deferve our united ‘Thanks. 
“ Your Regard for the Stage, exprefs’d in fo many 
“ different Papers, and particular Concern for the 
“ want of Encouragement given to Dramatick Wri- 
“ ters, fhews how much you have our Good at 
“ Heart. 

“ Your laft Paper containing, at the Clofe of it, 
a Sketch of an Affociation to be fign 


“ ftance of your tender Regard for us. As I look 
upon it but as an Opening of your Purpofe, I have 


“ ventur’d, in orderto fave you the. Trouble of too 
“ minute a Detail of Particulars, to fet down a 


“ Number of Articles, all tending to the fame Point 
“ of Light, viz. The Removing the Obftacles, that 


“ lye between the Managers, and us, and a general 


“ Encouragement to be given to the Stage. I have 


“ proceeded entirely upon your Plan, and made the 


‘ whole run on, in the Strain of the Affociation 
* propofed. 


Art. 4th, WHEREAS it has been repeatedly made 
known to us, that Poets are deterr’d from car- 
ing their Performances to either of the Theatres, 
om a prevailing Cuftom, which has been continued 
omen {ince the Diffolution of the 


by. fucceeding 

rand Triumvirate, of caftrating, curtailing, and 
defacing their Works to that Degree, that they no 
longer anfwer the Intent and Meaning of their Au- 


thors ; and whereas it is not to be prefumed, that Ma- 


nagers, havea Gift of Poetry convey’d to them, in 
the ert of their Power, and can therefore 
have no Pretenfion to belook’d upon as Fudges, qua- 


tenus Managers, but may be extremely ignorant of 


every Beauty in spon ; and whereas the prefext Ma- 
nagers have given no Proofs of their being Pores, or 
Criricks, either before, or fince their LUCRE, we 
therefore confidering, that Poets, muft be aniwer- 
able to the Town in the Reprefentation, and to the 
Reader in his Clofet, for their Performances, as they 
are exhibited, and that the aforefaid Method of Ca/- 
tration, Curtailing, and Defacing, is an Act of the 
moft arbitrary Power, in ittelf, highly unjuft and in- 
jurious to Poets, and in its Confequences of a moft 

ernicious Tendency to Poetry itlelf, are come toa 

efolution:-to fupprefs, as much asin us lyes, fo no- 
torious a male Practice; for which Reafon we enjoin 
all Poets to declare, whether they have been 
forced into any Alteration againft their Wills, and it 
in the Reprefentation it fhall be found, that the Play 
fuffers for fuch Alteration, that, in fuch Cafe, the 
Fact being plainly made out, the Manager be obliged 
to fland in a white Sheet, in the Middle of the Stage, 
and receive the united Hiffes of the Audience, as a 
Penance for the fame. Licenie, however, is given 
to Managers to object againft the Play, and to give 
in Writing their Objections, which the Poet is to 
take ad referendum , and a particular Latitude re- 
ferved to them in the Cafe of young Poets, who, 


"d by the 
“ Nobility, and People of Fafhion, is a frefh In- 


not being very correct in the Diipofition of the Sce- 
nery, May receive confiderable Heips from experien~ 
ced Managers in that Point. 

5th, WHEREAS the Art of amufing Authors, or 
putting them off, from Seafon to Sezfon, is aCuftom 
from ‘Time immemorial, practifed by Managers, to 
the very great Detriment of Poets, and Difcourage. 
ment of Poetry, and has been carry’d to a ve 
great Length by oNE of the prefent Managers, info. 
much that few Poets can follow him in his Doubles 
and ‘T'urnings ; and whereas it is to be apprehended 
his younger Brother of the other Theatre may be in- 
clined to follow his Example, (as bad ones are ge- 
nerally followed,) we, therefore, having duly weigh’d 
this Grievance, and being defirous of correéting this 
and all other Abufes, ftrictly enjoin Both Managers, 
not to give Hopes where they defign No Favour, 
and to RECEIVE, Or REJECT DIRECTLY, fuch Plays 
as may be offered them. 

6th, WHEREAsit is no Abfurdity to fuppofe Gen- 


tlemen of Fortune, may be endowed with a Gift of 


Poetry, without receiving at the fame Time, fuch 2 
Gift of Subordination, as may incline them to pay 
the Deference, or Attendance, ufually expected, by 
Managers, who. MIsTAKINGLY think they confer an 
Obligation, where, in Fact, they receive One, by 
Which Means the Publick are deprived of many ex- 
cellent Plays; we therefore make it known, by this 
Article, that we think Gentlemen as Gentlemen, {u- 
perior to Managers as Managers, and that no Court- 
Ship, Submiffion, or Flattery, ought to be expected 
by Managers, but that every thing be at leaft upon 
a Footing of Equality, and the Manager’s Chariot as 
often feen at the Gentleman’s Door as the Gentle- 
man’s at his. 

7th, WHeREas the Cast of the Parts is the un- 
doubted Privilege of the Poet, and that it is the Bu- 
finefs of the Manager, to fee that Diftribution made 
among{t his Actors, fo that the Poet have no /fecond 
Court/bip, {till MORE PREPOsTEROUS to make, all 
Poets are hereby ftrictly required to declare, whe- 
ther they are fatisfied with the Managers and Actors 
Behaviour in this Point, that the refufing Actor, or 
Actrefs, may not only be punifh’d within Doors, by 
Mulé, or Fine, as ufual, but likewile receive the 
Marks of the Town’s Refentment, for an IMPERTI- 
NENCE which ought to be no Part of their Charac- 
ter: ‘The fame Licence arid Latitude, as in Article 
the fourth, preferved to the Manager, To offer bis 
Opinion to the Poet, whiah he may take ad referen- 
dum. 

8th, WHEREAS Actors diffatisfied with their Parts 
IF FORCED UPON THEM, have it in their Powerto 
hurt an Author, by mif-aéfing his Characters, and 
thereby deftroying the Merit of his Piece ; we there- 
fore, in order,to punifh fo capital an Injuftice done to 
Authors, are determin’d to enter into a more particu- 
lar Affoeiation for the Remedy of this Grievance; in 


_ Profecution of which, we fhall pay no Regard to the 


very beft Actors on the Stage, if they fhall be found 
Delinquent, but treat him, or her, with an Eye to 
the prefent Offence, and not to the Merit they other- 
wife may have, gc. ee. Gre. Gre. 


“ Many other Articles might be added, but thei 

* put in ftrict Execution, would contribute greatiy 
“to the Amendment of the Stage. IJ am, 

= S Ig, 

eg Your Admirer, 


MUS AUS. 
P. + 


Errat. After the Word given, in the 2d Par. 2d Co! 
add a Comma ; 2d Par. 2d Col. 2d Side, inftead of 
Scipie, read Scipio. 
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